, details a long-running feud that wracked the Texas Hill Country. The feud, which began during the years following Reconstruction, did not conclude until the first decade of the twentieth century. The author argues that local conditions that were particular to the Hill Country and to Mason County precipitated the conflict.
Ethnic envy and rivalry factored heavily into the origins of the "Hoo Doo" War. German immigrants, who had moved into the region during the 1840s and 1850s, generated a great deal of jealousy among Anglo settlers. The German residents of Mason County tended to be more educated and possessed much of the county's farm and ranch land. These Germans came to dominate not only the economic life of Mason County but also its political leadership. Old rivalries only magnified as Texas struggled to recover in the wake of the Civil War and Reconstruction.
Texas escaped the plight of invading Union armies during the Civil War. However, the state was plagued by economic dislocations that were endemic across the South during and after Reconstruction. A lack of cash and capital plagued the entire region. The theft of cattle and control of the range became central themes during the mid-1870s in Mason County. Local authorities and courts weakened by Reconstruction seemed unwilling to bring an end to cattle rustling or to bring order to the county. In addition, state authorities seemed slow to react to requests from local residents to send Texas Rangers to the area to restore peace. Resident stockmen, who were usually German immigrants or of German descent, began to take the law into their own hands. Mob rule or vigilante justice became the key issue in
